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1t may he that when the summer of 1918
recedes into the perspective of history
shall realise that s turning-point w
third ¢ in Jdune and s great day the
memunrable Sund when  the new,
flashed over the wires to the waiting capitals
that the majestivally planned Austrian of-
fensive had turped into a ringing Italian
vietory., The tidings went forth from
Rome in one of the briefest. most vivid,
mmt eleetrie communiquis of the war:—
Hfrom the Montello to the sen the Aus-
trians, defeated and closely pursued by
our brave troops, are retrenting across the
Piave.”’

Sueh a hlow, measurad now by Anstrian

s esthoated at 150,000, is a blow
for us all, vne felt as fully in Ber-:
in Vienna, in Flanders as in the
Venetian plain.  To appreciate its foree,
you have unly to conjure up with what a
sinking of the heart we should have read
the news that the Austrinn plan had ear-
ried, a plan that contemplated the capture
and humiliation of Veniee, the seizure of
the northern e of the peninsula and all
ity rieh food stores, the striking of Ttaly
from the rauks of the Allies.

The vietory of June 23 seems all the
greater bheeause the outeome of the Aus-
trian offensive was watehed by minds
filled with anxious memories of Caporetto,
It was a vietory whieh restored with a
vengeanee the prestige of [talian arms.
Whitever may be the place of the Battle
of the Plave in world history. its place in
Halian ohrondeles is sure. . As England re-
ealls the wreek of the Spanish Armada
like the passing of a nightmare, as we Jook
back at Gettvshury Franee remembers
and always will remember the Battle of
the Marne, so throngh the ages will Ttaly

mark red in her ealendar the 23rd of
June, 1913,
SAM BROWNE
Recently it was rather pointedly sug-

sted
bewildered and

gested in these cohnuns that the enl
man would e mueh Jus
the outwird symbols of diseipline be much
clarified, i the Sam Browne belt were re-
strieted to those entitled to the salute—
the commissioned ofticers of the Army.

This suggestion, while it has met with
sotge eriticisme from individoeals whom it
would deprive of the coveted adornment,
has been loudly applauded in the Army.

We are therefure eneouraged to repeat
it, pointine ot that we make it in the
interests of ghe private. to serve whom,
when you eome to think of it, all other
ranks ate created, and to whom, from first
to last. this newspaper is dedieated.

THE SINS OF THE SOLDIER
Cowardive, seltishness, stinginess, brag-
ging—-these ave the four cardinal sins of
the soldivr. the four most to be avoided.
the four unforgivable failings, according
to the resnlis of a questionnaire recently
held by o cortain <lfiappointed investi-

gator.
They came in from the men of the A.
BE.1 in just that order——just as we might

have known all alonge that they would ; for
what man, in the Army particularly, has
any use For a coward, a tightwad, a hard-
boiled eowr or a Wowhard?

But the investigator evidently thought
otherwise, thoneht that other (perhaps
unprintable: sins would have popped up
to the fore. W answers suepr ixed me,’
he exelaimed. "hey weren 't the answers
I expeeted,””

Not the answers he expeeted ¢
he know his ALE.F.? Didn't he know his
Amerivan confemporaries?  Didn’t he
know the spirit of the soldier of every
Christian nation?  In the words of the
Sage of the Stoeckyards. “*What and the
he” did he expeer 2

Didn’t

THEIR CHANCE WILL COME

An enlisted man in the Air Service.
piqued by the faet that none bui com-
missioned officers and windets arve allowed
1o fiy. surreptitiously took an airplane the
other day and made a suceessful two hour
flight, ITc is one of thousands of enlisted
men in the Air Service who are intensely
cager 10 get into the flving end of the air
game. lle acted while the others merely
pined.

This enlisted man is in the guard house
now. It is where he ought to be. We
admire his nerve. his daring, his willing-
ness to inerease his own personal hazards
for the sake of his country, but

He violated an order. His motive does
not mitigate the offense.

After the TUnited States entered the
war, the Army recruited a certain mum.
ber of men to train as aviators. These
were selected after extremely rigid phy-
sieal and psychological tests. They are
picked soldiers drawn from eivilian life,
the only field which the Army then had

B
to draw upon. Until they are irained, no.
other students can be handled. The rea-
son, then, for the rule against enlisted
men s flying is obvious.

‘When all the cadets and officers are
trained, it is logical to assmmne that enlisted
| men of ‘the Air Service will be selected for

“flvers.  Their experience will have made
fiem good material. Then the enlisted
nan in the guard house and the others
vith similar ambitions will have their op-
portunity. And they 'Hl make good, too.
R o
SHIPS

History in future ceniuries will record
the Fourth of July. 1918, as the day upon
which the United States won its first
jtriumph in the great world war of 1914-
119-what?
! Yesterday the United States launched
!90-0dd ships of a total tonnage which, in
i pre-war days, would have heen considered
reumrlmbkl production for u year. A
vear's average output. and more. was un-
leashed from the ways in one day!

The Kaiser said that the United States
could not put an army in France, and
conld not support it if it did—that we
i didn’t have the ships and couldn’t get ory
build them. The United States has pat!
an arvmy in France, thereby dxspymnm
the first part of this assertion. It is di
proviug the second part now with ships—
ips—ship
erday’s launchings were but a be-
ginning, Their great import is that our
shipbuilding program is under way, the!
programn which has no other fimit than’
that set by the tonnage necessary to main-
tain in France an army great enough to
overthrow Prussianism.

We can hardly call it a vietory over the
submarine. It is doubtful if we can claim”’
a victory over the submarine umil the.
U-boat is driven entirely from the sea
But we have proved that the Kaiser i
wrong—onee more—-that we can put an
army in Franee and maintain it, and that
we ean huild more xhlps than the Usboats
can sink.  And this is eertainly a trivmph, ;

GUNS
The Ameriean people,
duly constituted representatives in Cons

through  their

The Army’s Poets

(3

|

ONLY A SMOKE

A PRAYER FROM THE RANKS
{France, January, 1918)

Silent, the snowy mountiain tops
Keep wateh through the starlit night;

$afe in her valley the villape sleeps,
Wrapped in her mantle of white.

Can this be France of the ¢annon’s roar
And the shell-torn battiefield—

France of n thousand thousand graves
And war's grim huarvest yield?

in the gently swaying tree-top there

w > r still clings.
\nnl harbinger of spring. -
A lone 5ty songhird swings;
Yet why |rr- tl roung men 0 more,
And wi e women wenr blaek?

Asle of that dwt.mt muttering roar
Which the hilltops echo back.

Maker of Earth!
If they fling up their questio 6 Thee,
When the husbandman sleeps 'neath the sol
he should till.
: should things as these must he?
we have come o'er i long, weary way

: with the sword aad he slain,
x to restore to the pathway of peace,
Thoush we never tread them aguin.

1t us this prayer: that the e
Shall not have been levied in
T when it i ithed, the
May never nlight a
When the rose
trench
And the guns are all silenced in ru
May Whar find i grave where none shall dis
Fharough the ages his monidering dust?
John Fleteher Hall, Sgt.. Co. A., — Inf.

TRENCH POEMS
H.—Trench Mud
We have heard of Texas gumho
And the mnid in the Philippires,
Where, if we had le like Jumbo,
The mud would cover our jeans.
But pever did we get a chance
To feel real mud till we hit !r‘m(.e

Our shoes are deep in it
We often sleep in it,
We almost weep in it—
Tt's everywhare;
We have to fight in it,
And vent our spite in it,
Wa look a sight in i,
But we don’t eare!

The mud that lies in No Man's Lurnil
1s as thick en the other side,
And where the Germaus make their stand
I8 where we'll make them slide,
For our hob-nailed shoes will forve a w
And we'll knock them cold-—for the U

Though we must cat in it

Wash our feet in it,

Try to look neat in it,
This mud and slime;

gress, have come forward with the Jargest
Appxupn«m(m Bill In American histor
for artillery and artiflery ammunition,
That Bill pm\'l(lvs for an expenditure of,
$5,435,000,000-—-more  than the amount |
raised during the campaign for the Third.|
and greatest Liberty Toan. i

The Ameriean pi‘()plt' have not spon-;
sored such o Bill in a spirit of hrag. There
is no blufl about it. Coolly ﬂwy have!
come to the conelusion thaf, cost what it
may, they are going to see this thing
\hruu,gh They know how essentinl are
guns, and the thmn« they carry, to seeing
it through, Therefore, thr-_\j are going to
vote a smashing amonnt of their money to
euns and the stull that s shet from them—
for the one purpose of haeking us up.

Guns, guns, guns' The uation is going
to get them.  Wo are going to get them
behind us. to blaze the way for us. The
Han is going to get their deadly prmlm:t
right where he wants it the least. We
have them now in plenty, but we're going
1o have more, ample for all future needs,
enough to replace any and all losses,

Our people have deereed thay we are to
have them.,  Qur people will see to it that
we get them,  And when we get them, it
will be up to us to see that those guns
carry the message that our people intend
they shall convey—the death of Kaiserism,

MEN

Speaking in Edinburgh on 2N
Liovd George said :—

*Both for the Guermans and for us the
eoming wecks will a race between
Hindenburg and President Wilson, and
the enemy is making an extreme effort to
reach 1he post before the Allies can benefit
by Amerien’s aid.””

Just one month later, on the same day
that brought the news of more than 800,
000 Ameriean soldiers in France. Lloyd
George gave tidings of that race in the
I{ouse of Commons.

““Phe organizalion which has enabled
us since March 21 fo send to France a
considerable number of American {roops
of first rate fighting value has accom-
plished a_surprising feat.”” he said. It

ssible to state the exaet mumber of
All that T ean say is that it is
1o encourage our Allies and
abont  the final defeat of our

s

May

sufficient

bring
enemies.’

It is the substanee of this speech, the
substance of all the recent ntterances in
the Allied eapitals, that Germany, rein-
forced by the divisions she was enabled fo
withdraw from the Russian front, is striv.
ing reckl - to win the deeision before
the Amerieans can give her enemics num-
erical superiority—that to Amerjea, eom-
ing late and fresh and young and strong
into the war, falls the rtask and the priv-
ilege of assuring the vietory.

If every one of that 800,000 in France,
it every one in the larger army on its
way, if all of us to whom Ameriea is not
only a home bat a faith, will throw self to
the winds and ran the great race with all
sur hearts, that vietory must follow as the
night {he day. and the dear country that
bred us will stand proud among the peo-
ples ofg.tho. world,

THE SECOND SUMMER

It was summer when the first of us came
to France. And all through the round of
the seasons we have kept coming, some of
us in a fair lingering fall, some in a toler
nbly hard winter, some in a tardy spring
And now comes the ae(.ond stmmer, and
thL eyule of the year is complete.

*+And we came to the Bounteous lsles,
where the heavens lie low on the lands.”
Could we have spent a year in a fairer
land, under # faiver ql\v‘"be it in “‘le bean
pays de la Touraine,”” or among the grass-
clad foothills of the Vosges?

Yes, of course, in Ameriea, But in the
days to be, when old familiar scenes greet
us once more, when we return to find un-
changed our own Berkshires, our Pocono
Hills, our Ozarks, or our Sierra Nevada.
who among us will not look back and re-
flect, with full heart, that, for her ideals.
fas* her people, for her very trees and
rocks and soil, Ia France has won his love”

Though we get sore .u it,
Grumble and roar in it,
We'll win the war in it
In our good time!
Sgt. John J. Curtin.

I LOVE CORNED BEEF
I LOVE vorned beef—1 never knew
How good the siuff COU taste n stew!
I love it WET, 1 love it DRY,
1 tove it baked and called MEAT PIE.
i fove it epmoflaged in HA
i A 3

tn CA\U

A 1ding hera h( (nrc me now.

i CYUM YUM™ whoen “soupic” blows,

I8 and raise aloft my nose:

COnRNED WILLIED Ha! Oh, BOY, that's
WINE! )

Can hardly keep my place in LL\II‘..

T kiek my heets and wildly v
“Old Sherman said that WAR IN MELL’
But GLADLY would I bear the hent
1 corned boef 1 could get 1o ear!
I love it HOT—I love it COLD,
Corned Willie nevor WILL grow old.
1 love it—now IPAUSE.-Listen, riend;
When to this wiur there ecomes an end,
And PEACIS upon the carth shall reign,
I'il hop a boat for ITOME again.
Then to u RESTAURANT Ul speed—
No dainty MA S will T heed—
But to the waiter I will ery:
“Brmg me, well, make it eorned beef PR
And—hetier bring some corned beef STINW.
And corned beel COLD--T1 take that, toa.
And—now. don’t think I'm CRAZY man,
But conld you bring a corned beef CAN®
And—WAIT!-T'm not thraugh ORDETING
Vet
j want a SIRLOIN STEAK BE

you T,
LINPEN

With lhash-browned SPUDS—now,
friend,
P've got the CARI-—you mnxy depenq-—

Right HER
Oh, better
And ALL thi
My

‘5

it is—Lets 12 3
sece of hnt ‘\H\(‘I- Pris
stuff that's printed here;
appetite iz HUGGK, T fear™

Then, when he's filled my fostive board
AWith all these eats, I'll thank the Lord,
¢(ifor that's the PROPER thing to_do),
And then T’ ke the corned beef $7
‘The corned beef l’ll ;md corned heef
The corned boef SAN Tl ther take hold
And \\1 the \\lml(- WORKS into it

And s “NOW, damn you, THER o1t st
You've haunted every DREAM I ui-—-
You don't know what whau

Now ST there, B h
And witeh me pat

esnd

ow you FISKL, -
G LAR mesi!”
A FOB.

THE N.A. MAN

We didn't volunt

wasin't fear;
who iong befure

Formed the mass that hated war.

Tt took the TTan of Poisdam
To show us where we stood;
Now we're in it to the tinisn,
And the finish wiill be good.

We didn't volunteer,
But, God knows, it wasn't fear;

We'sl have gone in later, anyhow-—
Well, anyhow, we're here!

We hate those luns. the Germaus,
For all the things they've done,
And of the things we hate them for,
Our heing here is one.

We didn’t volunteer,
But, God Imm\s it wasa't fear:

The flag w arry_ won't bhe furled
Till Uncle Mm un-Huns the world!
M G

DO YOU KNOW THIS GUY?
s at sound of revoille,
it throurh till taps @
lemme fake yver ru

“Gimine,
“Have yvou got a4 sou to joan?

Or maybe, “Gosh, T lost my tow pl,
Lemme talie yours, will vou, Bill*”
“Have you got some extra, ‘Sunkams’?"

1 wanna wet me gill"”

Al through i{he day it's
Week in, “eek out,

e just o fow e
Wot's chances for

You know me, Al, me \\oxds me bond.
I've never stuck a1 pa

But I simply gotta 1o oep that date,
Or hunt another gal.”

“Have yvou got an extra undershirt?

e or's gonna see

What makes the men so nm'vmls iike,
And serateh so frequen

“i'm gonna promenade (.o =i,
Lemme take yer new poitees,

Aw, mine’s hcou muddy for a \\eck,
Loose nup, vul tight o cheese.”

I don’t know where me money gocs,
It tukes the prize for speed,
The next day after we've heen paid,
Can't buy a punk French weed.
\e\t nionth I'll have to alnclxen up,
r jump into the lake—
Bul ti1) that old ghost walks agan,
it's gimme, lemme take!
Pvi. Frank Eisenberg, — Tel. Bn.

SPRING
It’s Spring at home; I know the sxgns—
The buds are bursting on the vine:
The birds speed high with hnppmr wings,
The heart of youth is glad, and sings. -

It's Spring in France: I know the signs—
The mass of reserves behind the lines;
‘The heart of youth burgeons once mbore
To manhood, and resurgent war!

F.MILD. F.A

Cann They children be hlamed

word (»f the world
n

shall ¢limb o'er the c!umb'ﬂng

turh
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¢ THE SALUTE AGAIN

Ero the Bditor of THE STARS AND STRIPLES -~
With reference to your recent editorial re-
sunding Awmeriean serviee uniforms and the
saluting of officers. 1 wixh fo give you the
benetit of my personal observarions and ex-
periences, which may help to portray the un-
certainty of both oflicers and enlisted men.

Abomt ®ix weeks ngo 1 s approached by

a noh-commissioned officer in o Paris Metro
sttion who  had just inadvertently salated
an oflicer for wea @ Sum Browne belt,

wew some way in which
foned oflivers could be identified, as
fre wderstood 1hat only commi med oﬂm
were permitted te wear shoulder-loop belt:
I surgested that he consult his superior officers,
i Runday | onoticed four enlisted men
ing togetheor salute two Led Cross cap-
taing, and hater they evidenced the fact, in
po uncertain terms, that fhey had been con-
foxsed by the 8nm Browne belt and other Army
fnsignia,
1 afterwards questioned uvwo sergeants as o
{helr understanding of the reguluations and af
Hirst, fhey were positive that they were obliged
!lo saiute uniformed officers wearing  Sam
s Browne belts, which epinton after furiher
questioning they admitied to be based solely
on barracks go; These men, as well as
hn.nn' other: including  oftic are  very
ranxions to be sef straight in this matter, and
{ believe that xowe regulutions and priusted
natice theveof would be of invaluable aid in
improving the sitoation as regurds the salut-
inz of their superior oflicers by both the en-
listed and commissioned personnel of the Army
and Navy.
I have been informed by an Epglish oflicer

vised that the Sam Rrowne belf, with one
or two xhowlder leops, is the insignig of a
commissioned oflicer in the U8, Army.

One of the reasons I addr vou regarding
thi= matier ix due to the art vou published
some weeks ago in which an old Army ser-
geant explained that the salute mweant a tri-
bute to our Dresident. through the comnis-
=ioned officer. and if our men so understand
It amd sure able to distinguish the man who
bestrs 1 commission from the President or his
representitive. there will be an jmunediate im-
ement of conditions, which are at present

4 to criticism and complaint by both
< and enlisted men.

Yours iraly,
B (A o

PYAIN.

HOW TO WRITE HER

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES :-
I want to write to o young Indy friend in
Ameriea.  Is it belter for a soldier to wrile
military sfyle, like this:
From: William: Hunter, Private.
‘ol Miss Katie Cullin.
: Regards.
ention is called to the fact that since
oy Tarrival m France my feelings have vuder-
I am still yours.
v indorsement, at once, if my
o s sull on your burcau.
f hope George Goldfish is drafted.
Willlum Hunter, Private,
A reply in your paper will help many of us,
William Hunter.

{1 you really have serious intentxons, don't,

thar the British Army has been officially ad-ig

pups, and my peuce of mind ix just like the
American Army—itliere ain’t no putcs, il's on
the warpath. I know that my folks at home
are writing me, and I know that they have
my correct addresy, yet 1 am not receiving
any mail.

Now for handing a4 bhouquet to your paper.
Lvery Friduy with me is o red-leiter day,
lceause your paper comes around as regular
as clockwork. and every item is read, from
the tifle down fo the advertisement of Wrig-
loy's Chewing Gum, and, believe e, if we
aid not have this breath of home to cheer
us up once in a while we would be a sad
bunch indeed, what with not receiving any
mail and being shoved into the S.0.8,

Keep np the good work. as your work to
us fellows 5 just as exsentinl as the work of
the Red Cros: to our boys in the lime,
I am making a enreful collection of every
number of your paper, and in yesrs to come
it will afford mnany pleasant remiviscences
of days gone by, when we can point out to
our grandchildren all the varions items of
jnrerest and explain them in detail from per-
sonal contact,

Just imagine the value of a paper such as
yours devoted fo {he soldiers of the North and
the South during the Civil War. More

sirength to you and to your wonderful or-
ganization. » 3. A PURcELL,

1st Lt, AGD, 8D,

PAPERS OR PACKAGES?

'To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES -

In your last issue T read a letier from a
mat in the Central Medical Laboratory sug-
wwting that we eancel all subscriptions to
home papers, since the news is old when re-
ceived, and thus make way for puckages. I
want to protest against anything like this
most vigorously.

The gentleman who wrote that lefter is no
doubt comfortably situated where he can ob-
tain the current newspapers. e is probably
in {ouch with the Y.M.CA. or other places
where reading matter can be bad; hence he
is, and should be, satisfied, With us here,
however, it is different.,

I am onc of a detail of five radio men who
have spent the lavger part of the last three
monilis or the front. We are generally out
of touch with the Y.AML.CA, mails are in-
frequent, and reading matter at & premium.
Oue man is on duly all the fime, and during
the long hours of the nigbt., when litile out-
side of test calls is fo be beard, duly becomes
tedious withoul something to help pass the
time, Ilere is where the newspaper comes
in, cven the advertisements furnishing enjor-
ment,

There is another pbase of the quesiion, to
me, at least. Il seems as if the city in which
I live is writing me a personal letter through
the medium of the newspaper. What do we
care for the war news? It iy the little per-
sonal noreﬁ, bringing to mind people or places
that one's parents or friends might not know
of or mention. It helps to bring close the
atmosphere of home and forms 2 bond with
home nearly as strong as that formed by home
letters,

So I am, I believe, voicing the sentiments
of many men when I say, “Rather the papers
than the packages” I kuow that at leas(
50 of “my associates agree with me, for we

The military method of corresy is five

form and all that, but our feeling ig that
they would nol appreciafe its merits. In all
matters of the heart, the ancient free and
easy—or narnral—style still remains the best
amd moxt eNective—EDITOR. ]

FOR A SOLDIER’S DAY

'To the Iatitor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:-

It wax with great pleasurve that I followed
cloxely the program of the wonderful move-
ment set on feot by your paper and the
heantiful sentiment ex ssed thereby in have
ing every soldier write homé to his mother
on Mother Day. I want to say right here
that 1 pot only did that little stunt, but with
we it was a Father’s Day, a Sister’s Day, and
a Brother’s Dayx. and they all went off with
these magic words, “Mother's Letter,” in the
upper l'l"l\l’-hdﬂd corner,

But how about the mnil of us gusys over
here? Ilow about sturting a Soldier's Day
back in the States, and having all the folks
write us once in a while? Great stress Is laid
upon the fact that it conduces to the peace
of mind of the folks at home to receive letters.
Will anybody deny thdt the same applies to us
fellows, oven thought we are 8.0.8.7

I have not had any mall since Hector had

the question.
Pvt. Perer M. Warsn, FLA.

CONSIDER THE LADIES

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES :~

In the June 7 issue of THE STARS AND
STRIPES is a letter from an Army Field
Clerk decidedly apropes.

Will vou please ask the J.A.G.
{he secretaries of the AEF. hospitals and
offices also for the Service Stripe? As the
nurses are to bave them, why not the secre-
taries? Why make a distinetion between
those who live and work together, under the
same conditions, because one takes the path
lo the wards while the other takes the puth
to the otlices?
sary to stick to “paper work” when they are
s0 many more interesting ways open of serv-
ing thelr country, are surely deserving of the
visible thanks of the Governinent—the Serv.
ice Stripe.

The Chief Surgeon says the women secre-
taries of the AEF. have the same status as
‘nurses, but somehow, as in this instance, they
are apt to be forgotten; so won't-you please
nielp us to remifid-the powers that be that we

to consider

too. are over here?
Secretaries of U.S

S.4. Base HOSPITAL —

Y

Those who have the grit neces. |~

PROMOTION

Lo the Editor of THE STARS AND) STRIDES

Mueh is heard about this matter of promo-
iion. It is a lamentable fact that io some
service in the Army means a serics of jumps
from one position to another—always up. In
such persons this is a spirit akin {o that
grasping comumercialism of which the German
Government in some of its mad rantings has

acensed us as a nation,
Zest  for recognition, pre-eminence and

power is a natural resull of our universally in-
herent aspirations to make something of aud
for ourselves. In its place, nothing is more
creditable.  Logitimate ambition is the driv-
ing power of all progressive institutions, But
this same mighty and indispensable asset to-
wards suecess is not without its possibility of
perversion, and thereby hangs g tale.

The other day I overheard two men discus-
sing the subject, one of whom had made.sev-
eral steps up in rank. The other, who was
where he bad started, was complaining of his
“lack.”

“Why don't you try io work it as I have?”
#4id {he non-com, W ln_rumon he outlined the
policies which he had followed and to which
e attributed his rapid rise.

There were many details not necessary lo
mention here. 1t all went to prove that {his
man must have been constantly contriving
angd planning, the while neglecting woefully his
then present duties.
to wear the uniform.
and not his country.

The spirit of the Army iy autocraiic—neces-
sarily 80, And because of this. our individu-
alities, which most of us cherish so highly.
must, to a great extent. be sacrificed.  But
the essence of self is one of the noblest things
& man can give to his country.

We are not enlistetl fo make individual
success of onrselv Bus that does not mean
that prowotion, when it comes. is to be wuler-
valued or spurned. Promotion is g neeessary
part of the system, bui no matter how legiti-
maie its course, it should Jbe. in ilself and
in the strictest sefse, no more than happily
incidental. -

First of all, it means a bigger job, and as
such it tests whether or not you are a bigger

That man was not worthy
e was serving himseif

man,  If it comes through devotion to duly
for duty’s sake, promotion ought io mean

everything ; accomplished by polities or schem-
ing, it menns in the long run about nothing.

‘Whenever-an opportunily offers for betlering
yourself in a wider and more valuable field of
service according o your merits and ability,
take jt—even if it means a reduction. Does
that seem extreme and unreasonnble? Yet is
there any Inore comscientious service or one
more valuable?

Our present duty well done first;-a satis-
faction in doing it wherever we may be—not
what, we are worth to ourselves. but what we
are worth to our country, whose servants we
are. Private D.

B Y

MYTHICAL CHEVRONS

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES :

Wil yon kindly print in the columns of
your paper information as listed in (uestions
below regarding the wearing of the silver or
white chevrons with star by members of the
AEE, in the Zone of Advance.

1. What does the wearing of the chevion
signify?

2, What does the wearing of chevron with
star signify?

3. A description of both star and chevren,

4. Is there a gold star worn with gold chev-
ron, and if so what does it signify?

& Is there an official order in the AJJ,
:u.uth_:)rizing the wearing of silver chevron and
star?

C. A. Buerrxer, Pyt, 1st CL, D.G/L.

[No silver or white chevron is authorized
for anyone in the A.E.F. The 1umh-d:~pntcd
question of the star was answered in the last
issue of this mewspaper. The answer to cuch
of your five questions is, therefore, that there
uin't no such animal.—FEpiTor.]

‘ONE INSERTION ONLY

To the Editor ot THE STARS AND STRIPES i~

I am anxious to find out the way to figure
the gender of I'rench nouns. In other words,
[ want to know, whenever I see a noun desig-
nated a# neunter in English, how fo find out
what it is going to register on & French sex-
meter. .

Youxe PHILADELPHIA GENTLEMAN,

{We decline to bite—Epzor.]
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